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ZBIGNIEW BONIEK 5
PREZES POLSKIEGO,
ZWIAZKU PItKI NOZNEJ

Drodzy Przyjaciele! |

Przed reprezentacja Polski

dwa bardzo wazne mecze

w Lidze Narodéw. Spotkamy \
sie z atrakcyjnymi i niezwykle 5
wymagajacymi rywalami ‘\‘

- Portugalia i Wiochami. -
Pierwsi to mistrzowie Europy,

z ktdrymi rywalizowalismy na
turnieju we Frangji ¢wiercfinale.
Mecz byt peten emodji,
gralismy jak réwny z rdwnym, po 90 minutach i dogrywce byfo 1:1.
Przegralismy dopiero w serii rzutéw kamnych. To loteria. Do szczescia
zabrakio tak niewiele...

Zagramy na magicznym Stadionie Slaskim. Nasz,Kociot Czarownic”
zawsze potrafit ponies¢ druzyne narodowa, byt swiadkiem wielu
fantastycznych zdarzen, ktére koficzyly sie sukcesami biato-
czerwonych, awansami na wielkie turnieje. W pazdzierniku 2006
roku pokonaliémy zresztg na tym obiekcie faworyzowang Portugalie
2:1 po dwach golach Ebiego Smolarka.

Przez ostatnie lata stadion w Chorzowie byt remontowany, ale teraz,
w nowym, piekniejszym wydaniu wraca do gry i znowu mozemy
na nim rozgrywac mecze. Licze na wspaniaty doping kibicow,

a nasza reprezentacja zaprezentuje sie z dobrej strony zaréwno

w czwartkowym meczu z Portugalig, jak i niedzielnym z Wtochami.

Italia jest mi bardzo bliska. Przez wiele lat gratem w tym kraju.

Z Juventusem, a nastepnie Roma osiggatem najwieksze sukcesy
w pitce klubowej. Jest mi tym bardziej mito, ze moge teraz
goscic przyjacidt z Wioch w Polsce. Serdecznie Was witam i zycze
wspaniatego pobytu. Zapewniam jednak, ze na boisku zadnych
sentymentow nie bedzie. Pokazalismy w pierwszym meczu Ligi
Naroddw, ktéry rozgrywalismy we wrzesniu w Bolonii, ze mamy
dobra reprezentacje i jesteSmy w stanie rywalizowac nawet

znajlepszymi.
© M'(:/ )

Niech wygra lepszy! taczy nas pitka!

ZBIGNIEW BONIEK
PRESIDENT OF THE POLISH
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

)| o

oUnil Dear friends!

o W a
= s E The Polish national team is about
s = to play two very important
| & 4 matches in the League of

Nations. We will face attractive
and extremely demanding

rivals - Portugal and ltaly. The first
team is the European champion
against which we played in the
quarter-final of the tournament
in France. The match was full of
emotions. We played at equal level; after 90 minutes and extra time,
the result was 1-1. We lost after the penalty kicks. It's a lottery. We
were 5o close..

We will play at the magical Silesian Stadium. Our

,Cauldron of Witches"has always been able to get the Polish
national team carried away. It witnessed many fantastic events that
were successful for the White-and-Reds and resulted in promotions
for big tournaments. Moreover, in October 2006, after two goals
scored by Ebi Smolarek, we managed to beat favoured Portugal
ending the match at the Silesian Stadium with the result 2:1.

Over the last few years, the stadium in Chorzéw was being
renovated, but now it is in use again. The stadium has a new

and more beautiful design and we can play matches there again.

I count on a great support of the football fans, and | hope that

our team will present its good side both during the match against
Portugal on Thursday and against Italy on Sunday.

Italy is very close to my heart. | was playing in that country for many
years.| achieved my greatest success in club football when playing
with Juventus F.C. and then with Roma. Therefore, | am even more
happy that | can now play host to our friends from Italy in Poland.

I would like to warmly welcome you and wish you a wonderful stay.
I assure you, however, that there will be no time for sentiment on
the pitch. We showed in the first match of the UEFA Nations League,
which we played in September in Bologna, that we have a good
team and we are able to play at equal level even with the best rivals.

Let the better team win! United by football!

4 Wypawca: PoLski ZwiAzek Pieki NozNEs
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REPREZENTACJA POLSKI POUISH NATIONAL TEAM

BRAMKARZE - GOALKEEPERS

ﬁ BARTLOMIEJ Lukasz ﬁ WosciecH
(o DRrAGOWSKI FABIANSKI e Szczesny
19.08.1997 18.04.1985 18.04.1990
ACF Fiorentina West Ham United Juventus FC
87/191 83/190 85/196
47/0 38/0
OBRONCY - DEFENDERS
~ Jan ﬂ‘ BARTOSZ D KamiL
U BEDNAREK :7 BERESZYNSKI g GLIK
S — & ———— 8§ ———
a 12.04.1996 - o 12.07.1992 = a 03.02.1988
5 “4 Southampton FC § { UC Sampdoria '\ - AS Monaco
- w 77/189 77/183 i 80/190
L v 8/1 = lj 12/0 , 62/4
OBRONCY - DEFENDERS
) ArTUR n Marcin - Tomasz
‘@r JEDRZEICZYK & Kamifiski 1) Kepziora
® — & — ¥ —
. 04.11.1987 . 15.01.1992 £ 11.06.1994
< /) Legia Warszawa \ { Fortuna Duesseldorf h ) i Dynamo Kijéw
78/189 q ¥] 76/191 73/183
37/3 v 6/0 Q l; 4/0
) PAwet - Rarat () ARKADIUSZ
e OLKOWSKI @ PIETRZAK “'@* REeca
A\ ) a4 -
‘ 13.02.1990 g 30.01.1992 c @) 17.06.1995
N~ B Bolton Wanderers ] - Wista Krakow S /oy Atalanta Bergamo
‘L\ }, 80/184 % y 69/176 it Z 81/187
<& 7 13/0 2/0 : 2/0
. Jakus \’, :_ PRzEMYSLAW - Jncex
v BtAszczyKOWsKI NS FRANKOWSKI o GORALSKI
& &~ — —
g 14.12.1985 . 12.04.1995 - m 21.09.1992
; 2 VfL Wolfsburg \ ["  Jagiellonia Biatystok \ I tudogorec Razgrad
-~ ‘jk, 71/176 70/176 ‘ ’ 66/172
) ) 102/20 2/0 7/0
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POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

:}h KamiL
‘,J' GRosIcKI
Qo —
- o 08.06.1988
7 Hull City
% ) 78/180
60/12

POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

) DAMIAN

T Kapzior

® 16.06.1992
~ o -06.

Dinamo Zagrzeb

A \
i ’ 70/173
1/0

ﬁ Marteusz

> KuicH
™,
= 13.06.1990
N\~ g A Leeds United
% ’t 84/183
12/2

g GRZEGORZ
\{—,‘7 KRrycHowiAk
s 4 S
29.01.1990
4 & tokomotiw Moskwa

e 5 83/186
56/3

POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

- RaFAL
©r Kurzawa
N
. 29.01.1993

\ | Amiens SC

‘ ? 73/182
6/0

KaroL
(b LiNETTY
'\
a4 02.02.1995
- 8, UC Sampdoria

i ’ 73/176
22/1

i) Macies

S MAKuUSZEWSKI

29.09.1989
Lech Poznan

| R

) Damian
b SZYMANSKI
» 16.06.1995

- :J ' N

! Wista Ptock

&
(\, ’ 70/181
2/0

N Piotr

) ZIELINSKI

S

v 20.05.1994
— $SC Napoli

& v 75/180
"4 37/6

NAPASTNICY - FORWARDS

- ROBERT

=/ LEwANDOWSKI
& —
. @ 21.08.1988
Y W2 Bayern Monachium
( ‘} 79/185
99/55

‘_ﬁ, ARKADIUSZ
s MiLik
) = .
— @ 28.02.1994
1 SSC Napoli
e 5 78/186
‘ 42/12

KRrzyszror
PiATEK

01.07.1995
Genoa CFC
77/183
1/0

Kolejno przy zawodnikach: imig, nazwisko, data urodzenia, aktualny klub, waga/wzrost, liczba

wystepow w reprezentacji/zdobyte bramki.

Stanna 09.10.2018

Information about each player: name, surname, birth date, current club, weight/height,
number of matches played for the national team/goals scored.

Onthe 09.10.2018
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BYLY HAPITAN REPREZENTACJI POLSHKI U STERU KADRY

Jerzy Brzeczek to nazwisko bardzo dobrze znane wszystkim kibicom
polskiego futbolu. Przez siedem lat wystepowat w zespole narodowym,
rozgrywajac w jego barwach 44 spotkania, a z kadra mtodziezowa
siegnat po srebrny medal igrzysk olimpijskich. Teraz ma mozliwo$¢
prowadzenia pierwszej reprezentacji Polski.

startowat w Olimpii Truskolasy, skad

trafit do Rakowa Czestochowa. Jego
pierwszym klubem na seniorskim poziomie
byta Olimpia Poznan, w ktérej zadebiutowat
w ekstraklasie. Po kilku latach przeniost sie
do Lecha Poznan, a stamtad do Gérnika
Zabrze i GKS Katowice. W 1995 roku
wyjechat za granice, gdzie spedzit kolejne
12 lat. Przywdziewat barwy austriackich
Tirolu Innsbruck, LASK Linz, Sturmu Grazi FC
Kaernten, a takze izraelskiego Maccabi Hajfa.
W 2007 roku powrdcit do Polski, by zatozy¢
koszulke Gérnika Zabrze. Kariere pitkarska
zakonczyt dwa lata pdzniej w Polonii Bytom.
Brzeczek ma za sobg bogata kariere
reprezentacyjna. W 1992 roku byt jednym
z podstawowych zawodnikéw kadry mto-

J erzy Brzeczek do pitkarskiej kariery

dziezowej, ktéra na Igrzyskach Olimpijskich
w Barcelonie siegneta po srebrny medal.
W pierwszej reprezentacji rozegrat 44 spo-
tkania, strzelajac cztery bramki. Szczegoinie
pamietna byfa ta zdobyta w meczu z An-
glig na Wembley.

Kariere trenerska rozpoczynat w roli
asystenta w Polonii Bytom. PéZniej samo-
dzielnie prowadzit Rakéw Czestochowa,
Lechie Gdansk oraz GKS Katowice. W mi-
nionym sezonie byt szkoleniowcem Wisty
Plock, z ktdrg zajat pigte miejsce w LOTTO
Ekstraklasie. Jest absolwentem Szkoty Tre-
neréw Polskiego Zwiazku Pitki Noznej z naj-
wyzszymi mozliwymi uprawnieniami szko-
leniowymi. 12 lipca 2018 roku PZPN ogtosit,
Ze 47-letni Jerzy Brzeczek zostanie selekcjo-
nerem reprezentacji Polski.

FORMER CAPTAIN ASSUMES THE RESINS
OF THE POLISH NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM

Jerzy Brzeczek is a name very well known to all Polish football fans. During seven years of his career in the
Polish national team, he played 44 matches and won a silver medal at the Olympic Games with the youth

national team. Now he has the opportunity to lead the Polish national team A.

his 47-year-old coach started
T his football career in Olimpia

Truskolasy and then continu-
ed it in Rakéw Czestochowa. His first
club at the senior level was Olimpia Po-
znan, with which he made his debut in
ekstraklasa. After several years he mo-
ved to Lech Poznan and then to Gérnik
Zabrze and GKS Katowice. In 1995, he
went abroad, where he spent the next
12 years. He played in Austria for Tirol
Innsbruck, LASK Linz, Sturm Graz and
FC Kaernten and in Israel for Maccabi

Haifa. In 2007, he returned to Poland
to don the jersey of Gérnik Zabrze. He
ended his football career two years la-
ter in Polonia Bytom.

Brzeczek has arich career in the Po-
lish national team behind him. In 1992,
he was one of the main players in the Po-
land national youth football team which
won a silver medal at the Olympics in Bar-
celona. In team A he played 44 matches
and scored four goals. The most memora-
ble goal was the one scored in the match
against England at Wembley.

He began his coaching career as an
assistant coach in Polonia Bytom. Then he
led Rakow Czestochowa, Lechia Gdarsk
and GKS Katowice on his own. In the pre-
vious season, he was the coach of Wista
Ptock, which took fifth place in LOTTO
Ekstraklasa. He graduated from the Po-
lish Football Association Coaching School
with the highest coaching qualifications.
On 12 July 2018 the Polish Football As-
sociation announced that Jerzy Brzeczek
would be the head coach of the Polish
national football team.
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SZTAB SZKOLENIOWY REPREZENTACJI POLSKI
COACHING STAFF OF THE POLISH NATIONAL TEAM

Tomasz Mazurriewicz Anonzes Wozniak Leszern Dvan Ranostaw Giewicz Husert Matowiesski Micuat Siwierski
I Trener Trener bramkarzy Trener przygotowania Cztonek sztabu Szef banku informacji Analityk
Second Coach Goalkeeping Coach fizycznego Staff Member Head of the Data Bank Analyst
Fitness Coach

Mreusz bagczan Damian SmwiN JAcer JAROSZEWSKI Pawer Bavper Poam Kurex Wodciec Herman
Analityk Psycholog Lekarz Fizjoterapeuta Fizjoterapeuta Fizjoterapeuta
Analyst Psychologist Team Doctor Physiotherapist Physiotherapist Physiotherapist

2

&

“

-
e

Jarue Kwirrkowski buiasz GawnJoeer Pawee Kosenowski Pawee Sinorowicz Tomasz LesNiak

Team Manager Team Manager Kierownik techniczny ~ Asystent kierownika Kucharz
ds. sportowych, ds. logistyki Technical Manager technicznego Chef
rzecznik prasowy Team Logistic Assistant Technical
Team Manager Manager Manager
Press Officer
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JERZY BRZECZEK:
NIE STAC NAS,
BY REZYGNDWAC
'ZZAWODNIKOW.
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Selekcjoner Jerzy Brzeczek ma juz za sobg dwa mecze w nowej roli - Polacy pod jego wodza
zremisowali z Wtochami oraz Irlandia. To dobry moment, by przedstawi¢ jego pierwsze wrazenia

i przemyslenia. - Trudno wprowadzi¢ twarda zasade ,nie powotujemy tych, ktérzy nie graja”.
Musielibysmy nie powotac trzech-czterech zawodnikéw, ktérzy grali w meczach z Wtochami i Irlandig
w podstawowym sktadzie. Moim zdaniem nas na to nie stac — przyznaje trener reprezentacji Polski.

0 PIERWSZYM ZGRUPOWANIU:

- To bedzie reprezentacja nie Jerzego Brzeczka, lecz Polski.
Mnie i sztabowi szkoleniowemu zalezy na tym, by ta druzy-
na byta silna i grata skutecznie. Podsumowujac krétko pierw-
sze zgrupowanie i dwa spotkania, ktére rozegralismy, moge
powiedzie¢, ze jestem zadowolony z tego, co sie wydarzyto.
Przyznam wrecz, ze jeste$Smy nieco dalej, niz oczekiwatem.
Z réznych wzgledodw, nie tylko czysto pitkarskich, boiskowych,
ale réwniez atmosfery w zespole. Myslatem, ze pewne spra-
wy beda trwaty nieco dtuzej. Tymczasem udato sie to wypra-
cowac duzo szybciej i to mnie bardzo cieszy.

0 ZALEZNDSCI GRA W KLUBIE - POWOEANIA DO REPREZENTACJI:
- Odpowiedzmy sobie na pytanie - czy mozemy pozwoli¢ so-
bie na to, by catkowicie zrezygnowac z zawodnikéw, ktérzy
nie graja regularnie w klubach? Przyktadem moze by¢ Janek
Bednarek. Czy mimo ze nie wystepuje w kazdym meczu So-
uthampton, zagrat Zle w spotkaniach kadry i czy mozemy go
lekka reka odrzuci¢? Przeanalizujmy, czy mamy ludzi, ktérzy
moga wskoczy¢ w miejsce takich pitkarzy i zastapic ich na tym
samym poziomie? Oczywiscie, problemem jest to, ze niekto-
rzy nie graja regularnie i bedziemy zastanawiac sig, czy aby na
pewno wszyscy znajdujacy sie w takiej sytuacji bedg powoty-
wani. Przy pierwszym zgrupowaniu nie byto to az tak istotne,
bo dopiero co skonczyt sie okres przygotowawczy. Poza Ra-
fatem Kurzawg i Kamilem Grosickim, ktérym on nieco uciekt,
nie byto wiec problemu z gotowoscia do gry. Kazdy nastep-
ny miesiac bez gry bedzie jednak pogtebiat ktopot. Zastana-
wiamy sieg, jak to bedziemy rozwiazywac. Trudno wprowadzi¢

twarda zasade ,nie powotujemy tych, ktérzy nie graja” Musie-
liby$my nie powotac trzech-czterech zawodnikéw, ktérzy gra-
liw meczach zWtochami i Irlandia w podstawowym sktadzie.
Moim zdaniem nas na to nie stac. To kwestia wyczucia i od-
powiedniej decyzji przy powotaniach. Na pewno nie dekla-
ruje, ze ktos na sto procent nie bedzie grat. To bytoby niepo-
wazne, zdarzaja sie bowiem rézne sytuacje. Wiele zalezy tez
od doswiadczenia danego zawodnika. Mtodzi w takim ukta-
dzie maja duzo trudniej.

ALNY DOS
ZETU SPORTOWI
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0 PIOTRZE ZIELINSKIM I JEGD GRZE W REPREZENTACJI:

- Kilka razy rozmawiatem z Piotrkiem. Juz po jego pierwszym
meczu w reprezentacji doszedtem do wniosku, ze nie ma w Pol-
sce zawodnikoéw o takiej kreatywnosci. Jego losy w druzynie na-
rodowej nie zawsze przebiegaty tak, jak powinny, ale mysle, ze
wraz z nabywanym do$wiadczeniem wyglada to coraz lepiej.
Dzi$ Piotrek wkracza w wiek optymalny dla pitkarza, ma pet-
ne wsparcie catego sztabu szkoleniowego i liczymy, ze w re-
prezentacji wejdzie na taki poziom, jakiego wszyscy od niego
oczekujemy. Nie tworzymy jednak dodatkowej presji, ze musi
robic cos wyjatkowego. Wystarczy dobrze zorganizowana dru-
zyna, by mdgt pokazaé petnie mozliwosci. Miatem tez mozli-
wosc¢ rozmowy z trenerem Carlo Ancelottim, wiec moglismy
wymieni¢ spostrzezenia. Potencjat Piotrka trzeba jak najbar-
dziej rozwing¢. Na boisku porusza sie i dziata z niesamowita
lekkoscia i finezja, wiec musimy wydoby¢ z niego maksimum.
Nie bedzie jednak traktowany z niesamowita troska, musi by¢
przyzwyczajony do walki.

0 JAKUBIE BLASZCZYROWSKIM:

- Zdaje sobie sprawe, ze z oczywistych wzgledéw nie unikniemy
watkdw powigzan rodzinnych. Mato mnie jednak w mojej pracy in-
teresuje, ze Kuba jest moim siostrzericem. Patrze na to, jakich dzi$
mamy do dyspozycji zawodnikdw, ich jako$¢. Jakub przeszedtw tej
kadrze bardzo wiele. Przed mistrzostwami Europy réwniez nie grat
regularnie, a jednak podotat wyzwaniu, mimo wielu trudnosci. Nie
wszyscy do korica rozumieja moje spojrzenie. Kuba zawsze musiat
udowadniac, ze zastuguje na gre w reprezentacji. Gdyby przed Euro
2016 nie zdobyt bramki w towarzyskim meczu z Serbig, na turniej
by nie pojechat. Wahania zawsze sie pojawiaja. O kazdym z czoto-
wych zawodnikéw bedzie sie w takich sytuacjach dyskutowato.

- Nie czuje absolutnie zadnej presji odno$nie do moich decyzji
co do Kuby. Biore pod uwage dwie najwazniejsze kwestie: co dany
zawodnik jest w stanie dac reprezentacji i czy podniesie jej jako$¢.
A czy to dotyczy mojego siostrzenica, czy nie — nie ma zadnego zna-
czenia. Smiejemy sie, ze gdy jeste$my na zgrupowaniu, rozmawia-
my mniej niz wczesniej, bo kazda rozmowa moze stac sie powodem

do plotek. Patrze na to, co Kuba moze da¢ reprezentacji, to jest dla
mnie najwazniejsze. Inna sprawa, ze trudno wskazac czterech lep-
szych skrzydtowych od niego.

0 WSPOLPRACY Z PSYCHOLOGIEM:
- Z zawodnikami, ktorzy byli na mistrzostwach $wiata, rozmawia-
tem dtugo jeszcze przed zgrupowaniem, wiec doskonale wiedzia-
tem, jakie jest ich nastawienie. Psycholog zajmuije sie indywidual-
nymi rozmowami z pitkarzami, ktorzy tego potrzebuja. To réwniez
osoba, ktdra jest moim wsparciem, z tytu’ jesli widzi gdzie$ zagroze-
nia, przekazuje mi swoje przemyslenia. Moim zatozeniem byto usta-
lenie na pierwszych odprawach pewnych zasad, ale najwazniejsze
jest to, co dzieje sie na boisku. Wiadomo, ze zawodnicy, ktorzy pra-
cuja z najlepszymi trenerami $wiata, beda tez mnie z nimi poréwny-
wac. Chyba juz widza, ze kadry nie prowadzi amator.

Zebrat Emil Kopanski

LIGA NARDDGW / UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE @
DYWIZJA A | GRUPA A3 / LEAGUE A | GROUP 3

UEFA
NATIONS
LEAGUE

1. PORTUGALIA / PORTUGAL 1
2. POLSHA / POLAND
3. WLOCHY / ITALY

Kolejka 1/Searies 1,07.09.2018: WEOCHY / ITALY - POLSKA
/POLAND 1:1 (0:1). Bramki / Goals: Jorginho 78 (k) — Piotr
Zielinski 40. Kolejka 2 / Searies 2, 10.09.2018: PORTUGALIA /
PORTUGAL - WLOCHY / ITALY 1:0 (0:0). Bramka / Goal:
André Silva 48. Kolejka 3 / Searies 3, 11.10.2018: POLSKA /
POLAND - PORTUGALIA / PORTUGAL. Kolejka 4. / Searies
4,14.10.2018: POLSKA / POLAND - WLOCHY / ITALY. Kolejka
5/Searies 5,17.11.2018: WLOCHY / ITALY - PORTUGALIA /
PORTUGAL. Kolejka 6 / Searies 6, 20.11.2018: PORTUGALIA /
PORTUGAL - POLSKA / POLAND.

Biedronka
Codziennle ke cony,

A5
& FAKRO jstroniankg

4BLACHOTRAPEZ"
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JERZY BRZECZEK: WE CANNOT

AFFORD TO REJECT SOME PLAYERS E.

The Polish national team has already played two matches since

Jerzy Brzeczek became the head coach - the Poles drew with Italy

and Ireland. It is a good moment to present his first impressions and
thoughts. 'It's hard to strictly observe the rule of ,not calling up those
who aren't playing”. We would have to go without three or four players
who played in the matches against Italy and Ireland in the starting
eleven. In my opinion, we cannot afford it, admits the coach of the

Polish national football team.

ABOUT THE FIRST TRAINING CAMP:

- Itwon't be the national team of Jerzy Brze-
czek, but the national team of Poland. The
coaching staff and | want to create a strong
and effective team. To briefly summarize the
first training camp and two matches already
played by us, | can say that | am happy with
what happened. | can even admit that we
are a little further than | expected. For va-
rious reasons, not only those related to fo-
otball or the pitch but also the atmosphere
in the team. | thought that some things wo-
uld take a little more time. However, we ma-
naged to work them out much faster and it
makes me very happy.

ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
PLAYING IN THE CLUB AND BEING CALLED UP
TO THE POLISH NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM:
- Let us answer the question - can we afford
to completely reject the players who are not
playing in their clubs on a regular basis? For
example Janek Bednarek. Can we really re-
ject him without a second thought conside-
ring that he doesn't play in every match of So-
uthampton and has so far performed poorly in
the Polish national team? Let's see if we have
people with the same skills who can replace
such players. Of course, the fact that some of
them don't play regularly is a problem and we-
'l have to think about whether all individuals
in such a situation should be called up. At the
first training camp, it was not so important, be-
cause the preparatory period had just ended.
Apart from Rafat Kurzawa and Kamil Grosicki,

who missed it, we didn't have any problems
with the readiness of the players to play. Each
month without playing will, however, cause
more trouble. We wonder how we can solve
it. 'It's hard to strictly observe the rule of ,not
calling up those who aren't playing”. We wo-
uld have to go without three or four players
who played in the matches against Italy and
Ireland in the starting eleven. In my opinion,
we cannot afford it. It is a matter of intuition
and making appropriate decisions when cal-
ling up players. And I'm definitely not saying
that this or that player won't play for sure. That
would be ridiculous, as everything may happen.
Alot depends on the player's experience. Such
a system is more difficult for the young ones.

ABOUT PIOTR ZIELINSKI AND HIS
PERFORMANCES IN THE POLISH NATIONAL
FOOTBALL TEAM:

- | talked with Piotrek several times. After his
first match for the Polish national team, | came
to the conclusion that Poland doesn't have
players with such creativity. His performances
in the national team aren't always as good as
they should be, but | think it looks better with
every experience gained. Today, Piotrek has re-
ached the optimum age for a player, he has the
full support of the entire coaching staff and we
hope that in the national team he will achie-
ve the level we all expect from him. However,
we do not put any pressure on him to do so-
mething special. A well-organised team is eno-
ugh for him to show his full potential. | also had
the opportunity to talk with coach Carlo Ance-
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lotti, and we were able to share our observations
with each other. Piotrek's potential has to be de-
veloped as much as possible. On the pitch he mo-
ves and acts with incredible lightness and finesse,
so we have to get the maximum out of him. Ho-
wever, he won't be treated with extraordinary care,
he has to get used to fighting.

ABOUT JAKUB BLASZCZYROWSKI:
—I'm aware of the fact that, for obvious reasons, we
can'tavoid topics related to our family ties. Howe-
ver, at work, it doesn't matter that Kuba is my ne-
phew. I look at the players we have at our dispo-
sal, at their quality. Jakub has already gone thro-
ugh a lot in the national team. Before the Euro-
pean Championship, he had not played regular-
ly, but he rose to the challenge despite many dif-
ficulties. Not everyone fully understands my opi-
nion. Kuba has always had to prove that he dese-
rves to play in the national team. If he hadn't sco-
red a goal in the friendly against Serbia before
Euro 2016, he wouldn't have been called up for
the tournament. Such things happen all the time.
Alltop players will be discussed in such situations.
- feel absolutely under no pressure when ma-
king decisions related to Kuba. | take into conside-
ration two main issues: how a given player can con-
tribute to the team and whether he will improve
its quality. And whether this applies to my nephew
or not - it doesn't matter. We laugh that when we
are at the training camp, we talk less than before
because our every conversation can become a re-
ason for gossip. | look at what Kuba can give the
team - this is the most important to me. Another
thing is that is difficult to name four better wingers.

ABOUT THE CODPERATION WITH A PSYCHOLOGIST:
- | talked with the players who had played at
the World Cup long before the training camp, so
I knew exactly what their opinions on that mat-
ter were. The psychologist carries out individu-
al conversations with players who need it. It is
also the person who is my, backstage” support;
if he sees any dangers, he will share his thoughts
with me. My idea was to set certain rules at the
first briefings, but the most important thing to
me is what happens on the pitch. | know that
players who work with the best coaches in the
world will compare me to them, but | also think
they have already noticed that the head coach
of the national team is not an amateur.

Emil Kopanski
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[ANALIZA] BEZ DROGI NA SKROTY

Zn

Zanim tukasz Fabianski rzucit sie, by ,ztapac” strzat Wtochéw,
minety 73 minuty spotkania. Jednak w trakcie meczu w Bolonii
polskiemu bramkarzowi wcale sie nie nudzito, on wtasnie bit

swoj rekord aktywnosci.

yly przechwyty, ztapane dosrod-
B kowania, interwencje na przedpo-

lu, ale na obrone strzatu - przeciez
podstawe w pracy bramkarza - tukasz Fa-
bianski czekat wyjatkowo diugo. Ale najwie-
cej byto tego, co we wspétczesnym futbolu
staje sie coraz bardziej podstawowym za-
daniem dla golkiperéw: rozgrywania pitki.
1o nie rozumianego przez diugie wznowie-
nia do napastnikow, ale takich wymian krét-
kich i $rednich podan, ktére maja prowa-
dzi¢ do stworzenia przewagi w srodkowej
strefie, a potem pod bramka przeciwnika.

- Chce, by zespét przeprowadzat pit-
ke od obrony do pomocy, od pomocy do
ataku. W meczu zWiochami byta sytuacja,
gdy tukasz zagrat mocno do Mateusza Kli-
cha, ktory akurat stracit czujnosc i rywale
stworzyli swoja najlepsza sytuacje, mogli
nam strzeli¢ gola. Wole jednak, gdy 20-30
razy bedziemy takiego rozegrania prébo-
wali i stworzymy sobie przewage, a raz be-
dziemy mieli problemy, niz sytuacje, gdy
musimy walczy¢ w powietrzu o pitke - thu-
maczy selekcjoner reprezentadji Polski, Je-
rzy Brzeczek.

Faktycznie, najwieksza réznica mie-
dzy tym, jak prezentowata sie kadra Ada-
ma Nawatki i jak rozpoczyna ataki zespot
Jerzego Brzeczka, polega na roli bramka-
rza. Oczywiscie nie oznacza to, ze repre-
zentacja w ostatnich latach tylko wykopy-
wala pitke, lecz faktem jest, ze raczej stara-
fa sie unikac wymiany podan pod wysokim
pressingiem przeciwnika, nie zapraszata go
do tego. A w przypadku nowego selekcjo-
nera nacisk na wciaggniecie przeciwnika do
takiej gry i wyjscie przyspieszajacym pro-
stopadtym podaniem byfo wyrazane juz
w pierwszych treningach prowadzonych
przez Jerzego Brzeczka.

- ZWiochami zagralismy odwaznie, nie
balismy sie wyprowadza¢ pitki od wiasnej
bramki. Budowalismy akcje od tytu. Starali-
$my sie stosowac wysoki pressing, z ktore-
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go udato sie stworzy¢ kilka dogodnych sy-
tuacji - podkreslat tukasz Fabiariski, bram-
karz reprezentacji Polski.

Efekty byly widoczne i najlepiej wyra-
7a je jedna liczba. 59 - tyle podan w tym
meczu wymienit Fabiariski, co jest nie tylko
najwyzszym wynikiem w druzynie, ale tez
jego osobistym w ciggu ostatnich pieciu lat.
O tym, jak wyjatkowy to wynik, $wiadczyc
moze to, ze przeciez wystepowat w tym cza-
sie w Arsenalu oraz Swansea, ktdre (mniej
lub bardziej okresowo) opieraty swoja gre
na podobnych schematach. A ta liczba po-
dan to tez wiecej, niz zaliczyt w ciagu 120 mi-
nut z Portugalig w ¢wiercfinale mistrzostw
Europy 2016. Warto réwniez podkresli¢, ze
w obecnym sezonie, juz w barwach West
Hamu United, jest... dopiero 82. w klasyfi-
kadcji sredniej liczby podari bramkarzy z pie-
ciu czotowych lig Europy.

Fabianski w pomeczowych rozmo-
wach zaznaczat réwniez, ze problem po-
jawit sie po przerwie, gdy wraz ze zme-
czeniem i wyzszg intensywnoscig gry ry-
wali coraz czesciej musiat zagrywac diugie
podania, ktore nie przynosity takiego efek-
tu. - Z naszej strony nie byto kunktatorstwa,
bojazni, a przeciez jeszcze nie byto tyle oka-
zji, by prze¢wiczy¢ wszystko, wszystkie ele-
menty. Potrzebujemy pewnych automaty-
zmdw, a przede wszystkim czasu - podkre-
$lat jednak Jerzy Brzeczek.

Fabiariski jako bramkarz potrafi sie do
zmian dostosowac. — Mysle, ze poradzit-
bym sobie w kazdym systemie gry - méwit
w wywiadzie w magazynie,,Projekt Mun-
dial” Zreszta komfort selekcjonera polega
na tym, ze do tego stylu rozegrania pasu-
ja réwniez Wojciech Szczesny i tukasz Sko-
rupski. Obaj graja we Wioszech, gdzie od
bramkarzy wymagana jest doskonata gra
nogami, umiejetno$¢ czytania wydarzen
na boisku tak, by korzystat na tym zespot.
Wystepujac czy to w AS Roma, czy obec-
nie w Juventusie, Szczesny bardzo cze-
sto wspdtpracuje w pierwszej fazie ataku
z obroricami, by nastepnie przyspieszy¢
akcje podaniem do boku.

Ten sposob rozegrania wymaga odpo-
wiedniej koordynadji catego zespotu. Oczy-
wiscie zaczyna sie od wymian pitki bram-
karza ze srodkowymi obroricami, ale juz

wysokie ustawienie napastnikow pozwa-
la na rozciagniecie formacji rywala, ktory
podchodzi z wysokim pressingiem. Istot-
na jest rola bocznych defensoréw, ktdrzy
muszg zajac takie pozycje, by mie¢ prze-
strzen na otrzymanie oraz przyjecie po-
dania od golkipera. W tym czasie $rodko-
wi pomocnicy albo na zmiane podchodza
do rozegrania, albo tak wyciagaja przeciw-
nikéw, by inni mieli wiecej czasu przy pitce.

Oczywiscie, taka taktyka jest uzalez-
niona od rywala. O ile Wiosi podchodzili
zwysokim pressingiem, o tyle juz w drugim
spotkaniu z Irlandig przeciwnicy ustawili sie
w niskim pressingu i nie zalezato im na ata-
kowaniu biato-czerwonych pod ich bram-
ka. Dlatego w meczu towarzyskim Szczesny
juz tych podan miat mniej (w sumie 24, czy-
li trzynasty wynik sposrod wszystkich pol-
skich pitkarzy, ktorzy wystapili we Wrocta-
wiu) a ciezar rozegrania przeniost sie bar-
dziej na obroncéw oraz $rodkowych po-
mocnikéw. — W ataku pozycyjnym trud-
no byto nam zagrywac pitki za obroricéw.
Byto jasne, ze nie bedziemy mieli takich

mozliwosci jak we Wioszech. Tam mogli-
$my wychodzi¢ z kontrami, mielismy wol-
ne strefy — tumaczyt réznice selekcjoner.
Jego komfort polega wasnie na tym,
ze niemal w ciemno mogt zatozy¢, ze i Fa-
bianski, i Szczesny odnajda sie w opisa-
nym sposobie rozegrania. Czasu na do-
stosowanie pozostatych zawodnikdw jest
mato, lecz wdrozenie tego stylu jest row-
niez wyrazeniem potencjatu oraz jako-
$ci w sktadzie reprezentacji Polski. — Mnie
i sztabowi szkoleniowemu zalezy na tym,
by ta druzyna byfa silna i grata skutecznie.
Podsumowuijac dwa spotkania, ktdre roze-
gralismy, moge powiedzie¢, ze jestem za-
dowolony z tego, co sie wydarzyto — pod-
kreslat Jerzy Brzeczek. - Przyznam wrecz,
e jestesmy nieco dalej, niz oczekiwatem.
Z réznych wzgleddw, nie tylko czysto pit-
karskich, boiskowych, ale rdwniez atmos-
fery w zespole. Myslatem, ze pewne spra-
wy beda trwaly nieco diuzej. Tymczasem
udato sie to wypracowac duzo szybcieji to
mnie bardzo cieszy - zakoriczyt selekcjoner.
Michat Zachodny
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NO SHORTCUTS

Before tukasz Fabiarnski threw
himself to catch the shot made
by Italians, 73 minutes of the
game had already passed.
However, during the match in
Bologna, the Polish goalkeeper
was anything but bored; in
fact, he was setting his new
activity record.

here were interceptions, caught cros-
T ses and interventions in the goal

area, but for a chance to defend
ashot - which s, after all, the primary job of
agoalkeeper - tukasz Fabianiski had to wait
avery long time. The most prominent was
what is becoming more and more a funda-
mental goalkeeper's task: playing the ball.
Playing not understood as long resump-
tions to forwards, but exchanges of short
and medium passes meant to create an
advantage in the midfield, and subsequ-
ently - near the opponent's goal.

I want the team to move the ball from
defence to midfield, and from midfield to
forwards. During the match against Italy,
there was a moment when tukasz made
ahard pass to Mateusz Klich, who had just
happened to let his guard down, giving our
rivals an opportunity to create their best
situation, which could have ended with
agoal scored against us. However, | would
prefer for us to try such a play 20-30 times
and create an advantage, even if it might
mean trouble once every so often, then end
up in a situation where we have to fight for
the ballin the air’, explains Jerzy Brzeczek,
head coach of the Poland national team.

Indeed, the biggest difference betwe- N
en the play style of the team under the le-
adership of Adam Nawatka and the ope-
ning game of the team led by Jerzy Brze-
czek lies in the role of the goalkeeper. Of
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course, this does not mean that in recent
years the national team has just been kic-
king the ball away, but it is true that the
players tried to avoid exchanging passes
when pressed hard by the opponent and
did not invite such situations. On the other
hand, the new head coach has already, du-
ring the first training sessions, put an em-
phasis on pulling the opponent into such
a play and beginning attacks with a rapid
perpendicular pass.
,Our game against Italy was bold, we
did not shy from building up play from
our own goal. We initiated attacks from
the back. We tried to press the opponent
hard, which led to several favourable situ-
ations for us’, stressed tukasz Fabiarski,
goalkeeper for the Poland national team.
Results were clear and are best expres-
sed by a single number - 59. This was the
number of passes exchanged by Fabiariski
during that match, which was not only the
highest result in the team, but also Fabiar-
ski's personal best over the last five years.
That this result is extraordinary becomes cle-
ar when one realizes that during those five
years, Fabianski has played for Arsenal and
Swansea, and those teams (more or less pe-
riodically) used to base their game on simi-
lar schemes. And yet he did not make that
many passes even in a 120-minute match
against Portugal during the quarter-finals
of the 2016 European Championship. It is
also worth noting that during the current
season, now playing for West Ham United,
he is... just 82nd in the ranking of average
passes made during a match encompassing
goalkeepers from five top European leagues.
In post-game interviews, Fabiariski em-
phasized that problems appeared during
the second half, when fatigue and increased
intensity of the rivals' game forced him to
make more and more long passes, which
were not as effective. Nevertheless, Jerzy
Brzeczek stressed that,There was no procra-
stination or fear on our part, even though
we have not yet had a change to practice
everything, all elements. We still need a de-
gree of automatism, and above all, time”.
As a goalkeeper, Fabianskiis capable of
adapting to changes. During an interview
for the, Projekt Mundial”magazine, he sta-

ted that, | believe that | could handle any
system of playing”. This means that the head
coach can feel comfortable making the
changes, because Wojciech Szczesny and
tukasz Skorupski also fit this style of play-
ing - they both play in Italy, where goalke-
epers are required to have strong legs and
the ability to read the events on the pitch
to their team's advantage. Both when he
played for AS Roma and right now in Ju-
ventus, Szczesny has frequently coopera-
ted with defenders during the first phase
of an attack to later speed up the action
with a pass to the side.

This style of playing requires proper
coordination of the entire team. It begins,
naturally, with ball exchanges between the
goalkeeper and centre-backs, but simply

putting the forwards in a high position al-
lows to stretch the formation of a rival team
which utilizes hard pressing. The role of ful-
I-backs is crucial; they must take such po-
sitions which will leave enough space for
receiving and catching passes from the
goalkeeper. Meanwhile, central midfiel-
ders either join the attacks in turn or lure
the opposing players in such a way as to
give their teammates the opportunity to
keep possession.

Of course, such a tactic depends on the
rival. For instance, while Italians did press
hard, during the second match against Ire-
land, opposing players assumed a low-pres-
sing formation and did not care about at-
tacking the white-reds. Hence during the

friendly match, Szczesny did not make qu-
ite so many passes (24 in total, which was
the 13th result among all players who par-
ticipated in the game in Wroctaw), and the
responsibility for initiating attacks shifted
more to defenders and central midfielders.
,Positional play meant that it was harder for
us to pass the ball behind defenders. It was
clear that we would not have such oppor-
tunities like we had in Italy. There, we were
able to initiate counter-attacks, we had free
zones', explained the head coach.

His comfort lies in the fact that he was
able to assume almost blindly that both Fa-
bianski and Szczesny would handle the de-
scribed way of playing. There is little time
for the other players to adapt, but intro-
ducing this style is tantamount to introdu-

cing potential and quality to the Poland na-
tional team's squad.,Both myself and the
staff want the team to be strong and play
effectively. To summarize the two played
games, | can say that | am pleased with
the outcome’, stressed Jerzy Brzeczek.,In
fact, | would even go so far as to say that
we are slightly further ahead than | expec-
ted - with respect to multiple aspects, not
just those related purely to the game or
the pitch, but also in terms of atmosphere
in the team. | thought that certain matters
would take longer to deal with. Meanwhi-
le, we were able to work them out much
faster, which makes me very happy’, fini-
shed the head coach.

Michat Zachodny
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STADION SLASHI CAEY W LICZBACH

Przez lata chorzowski gigant byt jednym z symboli polskiej
pitki. W ostatniej dekadzie bardziej jednak przypominat plac
budowy anizeli obiekt, na ktérym biato-czerwoni swiecili
wielkie sukcesy. Teraz Stadion Slaski wraca do zycia. Wiosna
reprezentacja Polski pokonata w Chorzowie Koree Potudniowa
3:2, a teraz czekajq jg wielkie starcia z Portugalig i Wtochami

w Lidze Narodéw. Zanim pitkarze wybiegna na boisko,
sprawdzcie najciekawsze liczby, dotyczace Stadionu Slaskiego.

- tyle razy mierzylismy sie na
2 Stadionie Slaskim z naszymi

najblizszymi rywalami. Do tej
pory bilans ten jest dla nas wyjat-
kowo korzystny. Z Portugalia zano-
towalismy remis w eliminacjach mi-
strzostw $wiata 1978 i zwycieskie, pa-
mietne spotkanie sprzed 12 lat, ktére
w ostatecznym rozrachunku dato nam
awans na historyczne mistrzostwa Eu-
ropy. Identyczny bilans, zwyciestwo
i remis, mamy z Wtochami. Wygrana
w meczu towarzyskim, wtedy jesz-
cze z mistrzami $wiata, w 1985 roku
za sprawg Dariusza Dziekanowskiego
oraz bezbramkowy remis w elimina-
cjach M$ 1998.

- tyle razy biato-czerwo-
q ni Swietowali kwalifikacje

do wielkiej imprezy wtasnie
w Chorzowie. Polacy trzykrotnie
pieczetowali na Stadionie Slgskim
awans do mundiali: w 1977, 1985
i 2001 roku, a raz do mistrzostw Eu-
ropy — w 2007.

- tyle razy, najwiecej, na Sta-
B dionie Slaskim gralismy z An-

glikami. Byly mecze dramatycz-
ne, jak ten w 1993 roku, byty takze po-
tyczki bardzo mile wspominane, jak ta
dwadziescia lat wczesniej w elimina-
cjach do niemieckiego mundialu. Bi-
lans ogdlny? Jedno zwyciestwo, dwa
remisy, trzy porazki.

- najwiecej, whasnie tyle bra-
ﬂ mek padto w jednym meczu

w,,Kotle Czarownic”. Polska wy-
grafa z Turcja 8:0 i byto to najwyzsze
zwyciestwo biato-czerwonych w hi-
storii wystepéw na Slaskim. Mecz od-
byt sie 24 kwietnia 1968 roku. Po trzy
bramki w tym dniu zainkasowali Wto-
dzimierz Lubanski i Eugeniusz Faber.
W tym spotkaniu w kadrze zadebiu-
towat m.in. Kazimierz Deyna.

- tyle bramek zdobytych
1 1 w Chorzowie ma Wiodzi-

mierz Lubanski, najlepszy
strzelec w historii wystepdw na Stadio-
nie Slaskim. Dorobek ten wypracowat
w o$miu spotkaniach. Drugim najlep-
szym strzelcem naszej kadry na Slaskim
jest Ebi Smolarek, ktéry ma piec bra-
mek. Z obecnych kadrowiczéw trafie-
niem na tym obiekcie moga pochwa-
li¢ sie Robert Lewandowski, Kamil Gro-
sicki, Piotr Zielinski oraz Jakub Bfasz-
czykowski.

- tyle oficjalnych meczéw
na Stadionie Slaskim ro-
zegrata dotychczas repre-

zentacja Polski. Czesciej biato-czerwoni
grywali jedynie na stadionie Legii War-
szawa. Polacy na $laskim gigancie zano-
towali 23 zwyciestwa, 18 remisdw i po-
niesli 14 porazek. Mamy takze w Cho-
rzowie korzystny bilans bramkowy:
Polacy zdobyli 88 bramek, a stracili 55.

- tyle minut kibice czekali
na inauguracyjnego gola
w meczu otwarcia Stadionu

Slaskiego. Rywalem Polakéw byta wtedy
NRD. Z wydarzeniem tym wiaze sie zresztg
dos¢ ciekawa historia. Pierwszy gol w hi-
storii stadionu byt bowiem bramka... sa-
mobdjcza. Strzelit jg Jerzy Wozniak. Niema-
ty problem mieli organizatorzy, ktorzy dla
strzelca przewidzieli atrakcyjna nagrode
za gola. Ostatecznie trafita ona do nasze-
go zachodniego sasiada.
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- tyle lat
temu za-
padta de-

cyzja o budowie Stadio-
nu Slaskiego. Doktadnie
20 grudnia 1950 roku,
na posiedzeniu Woje-
wodzkiej Rady Narodo-
wej w Katowicach, zdecy-
dowano o tej inwestycji.
Obiekt do uzytku zostat
oddany szes¢ lat poznie;j.

- tyle tysiecy kibicow mogto sie pojawi¢ najwiecej na meczach reprezen-
1 “ n tacji Polski. Ze wzgledéw bezpieczenistwa i rygorystycznych norm wiek-
sza liczba nie byta mozliwa, a czasem chetnych byto wiecej.,Setka pekta”
na kilku meczach: Polska — ZSRR z 1957 roku, Polska — Hiszpania dwa lata p6zniej i Pol-
ska — Jugostawia po kolejnych dwdch latach. Sto tysiecy ludzi obserwowato takze spotka-
nie Polska - Anglia z eliminacji mistrzostw $wiata 1974.To po tym meczu angielscy dzien-
nikarze, pod wptywem niezwyktej atmosfery, ktéra zapanowata na obiekcie, nazwali Sta-
dion Slaski ,Kottem czarownic”. Oficjalny rekord Stadionu Slaskiego to mecz... europej-
skich pucharéw. Byto to 18 wrzesnia 1963 roku, podczas starcia Pucharu Europy Mistrzéw
Krajowych Gérnik Zabrze - Austria Wieden. Owczesne gazety pisaty nawet o 120 tysig-
cach kibicéw na trybunach.
Tadeusz Danisz
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SILESIAN STADIUM IN NUMBERS

Over the years the giant in Chorzéw was one of the symbols of Polish
football. However, in the last decade, it looked more like a construction
site than the venue at which the White-and-Reds had enjoyed great
success. The Silesian Stadium has just come back to life. In the spring,
the Polish national team beat South Korea 3-2 in Chorzéw, and it has
two clashes against Portugal and Italy in the UEFA Nations League
before it. Before the players go out on the pitch, check out the most
interesting numbers regarding the Silesian Stadium.

- that is how many times we
2 have faced our next opponents

at the Silesian Stadium so far.
The results of those matches were excep-
tionally good for us. We drew with Por-
tugal in the 1978 FIFA World Cup quali-
fiers and won the memorable game from
12 years ago, as a result of which we fi-
nally qualified for the historic Europe-
an Championship. We have the same re-
sults, a win and a draw, with Italy. A vic-
tory over the then world champions in
a friendly in 1985 thanks to the goal
scored by Dariusz Dziekanowski, and
a goalless draw in the 1998 FIFA World
Cup qualifiers.

- this is how many times the
q White-and-Reds celebrated

the qualification to an impor-
tant tournament in Chorzéw. At the
Silesian Stadium, the Poles secured
their promotion to three World Cups
(1977, 1985 and 2001) and one Euro-
pean Championship (2007).

- this is the number of mat-
B ches played against the En-

glish at the Silesian Stadium.
There were dramatic games, such as
the one in 1993, and skirmishes that
we have very fond memories of, such
as the match played twenty years ear-
lier in the 1974 FIFA World Cup quali-
fiers. Aggregate scoreline? One win,
two draws, three defeats.

- the highest number of goals
B scored in a single match in the

,Cauldron of Witches”. Poland
won over Turkey 8:0 and it was the hi-
ghest victory of the White-and-Reds in
the history of all their appearances at the
Silesian Stadium. The match was held
on 24 April 1968. Wtodzimierz Luban-
ski and Eugeniusz Faber scored three
goals each. This was also the match in
which Kazimierz Deyna made his debut.

- the number of goals sco-
1 1 red in Chorzéw by Wlodzi-

mierz Lubanski, the best
scorer in the history of appearances
at the Silesian Stadium. He establi-
shed this record over eight matches.
The second best scorer of our team
at the Silesian Stadium is Ebi Smola-
rek, with 5 goals to his name. Among
the current national team players,
Robert Lewandowski, Kamil Grosicki,
Piotr Zielinski and Jakub Btaszczykowski
can boast a goal at this venue.

- this is how many official
matches the Polish natio-
nal team has played at the

Silesian Stadium so far. The only venue
where the White-and-Reds have played
more often is the Legia Warsaw stadium.
At the Silesian giant, Poland has claimed
23 wins, 18 draws and 14 defeats. We also
have a favourable aggregate scoreline in
Chorzéw: 88 goals scored to 55 goals lost.

- the number of minutes
that the fans had to wait for
the first-ever goal during the

opening match at the Silesian Stadium. Po-
land's rival at the time was East Germany.
What is more, there is an interesting story
behind this event. The first goal in the histo-
ry of the stadium was...an own goal. It was
scored by Jerzy Wozniak. It caused a major
problem for the organisers, who had prepa-
red an attractive prize for the scorer of the
first goal. Eventually, the prize was awar-
ded to our western neighbour.
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— that is — that's the maximum number, in thousands, of fans who have been able
B ﬂ how many 1 n n to show up for the Polish national team matches. A higher number has not

years ago been possible due to safety requirements and stringent standards. Howe-
the decision to build ver, the demand was even bigger at times. A hundred was crossed” at a few matches: Po-
the Silesian Stadium land vs USSR in 1957, Poland vs Spain two years later and Poland vs Yugoslavia after ano-
was made. The invest- ther two years. One hundred thousand people watched the Poland vs England match du-
ment was decided upon ring the 1974 World Cup qualifiers. After that game, English journalists, impressed by the
exactly on 20 December extraordinary atmosphere that arose at the venue, dubbed the Silesian Stadium a,Cauldron
1950 at a Voivodeship of Witches". The official record of the Silesian Stadium is a... European Champion Clubs' Cup
State Board meeting match. It was 18 September 1963, during a European Champion Clubs' Cup game betwe-
in Katowice. The venue en Gornik Zabrze and Austria Vienna. The newspapers of the time wrote about as many as
was put into service six 120 thousands of fans in the stands.
years later. Tadeusz Danisz
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EBI SMOLAREK:
Z PORTUGALIA
PONIOSE NAS

STADION SLASKI

Wtodzimierz Smolarek

na mundialu w 1986 roku,

a jego syn Euzebiusz 20 lat

pozniej, w eliminacjach EURO 2008,
strzelali Portugalii gole,

ktére zapewniaty Polsce wygrane.
—To byt najlepszy okres w mojej

karierze w reprezentacji. Mecz z Portugalia

zapamietam z wyjatkowej atmosfery

na trybunach - wspomina po latach Ebi Smolarek.

sumie w reprezentacji Polski roze-
W grali 107 spotkan. Ojciec z 60 wy-
stepami na koncie nalezy do Klubu
Wybitnego Reprezentanta. W 1982 roku zdobyt
brazowy medal mistrzostw Swiata. Na mundia-
lu wystapit takze cztery lata pézniej w Meksy-
ku. W reprezentacji grat w latach 1980-1992.
Osiagniecia Euzebiusza to wystepy w mistrzo-
stwach $wiata w Niemczech (2006) i w mistrzo-
stwach Europy (2008). W eliminacjach do EURO
bytjednym z bohateréw reprezentacji - w 10 me-
czach zdobyt dziewie¢ bramek.

N

Zaréwno ojciec, jak i syn sa pamietani
z wystepow przeciwko Portugalii. Niezyjacy
juz Wtodzimierz Smolarek w 1986 roku strzelit
jedyna bramka dla Polski podczas mistrzostw
Swiata. Gol wbity Portugalczykom dat awans
do 1/8 finatu.

Euzebiusz Smolarek jeden z najlepszych
wystepow w reprezentacji zanotowat wiasnie
przeciwko Portugalii. W eliminacjach do mi-
strzostw Europy w 2006 roku, czyli 20 lat po
meczu na mundialu z udziatem ojca, Polska
wygrata 2:1, a Ebi zdobyt obie bramki.
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Reprezentadja Polski zagra w zwartek z Portugalia i przydatby sie
nam... Smolarek. To b ga goli. Zaréwno pan, jak i paii-
ski tata lubiliScie mierzy¢ sie z tym rywalem.
Euzebiusz Smolarek: To prawda. Niestety, ja juz nie gram w pitke,
amoi synowie sg jeszcze za mtodzi. Mees ma osiem lat, a Faas do-
piero trzy. Na razie wiec zadnego Smolarka do reprezentacji po-
leci¢ nie moge, cho¢ mam nadzieje, ze w przysztosci to sie zdarzy.

Meczu Polska — Portugalia w 1986 roku i bramki taty pewnie nie wi-
dziat pan na zywo?
Miatem wtedy piec lat, kadra grata w Meksyku, wiec podejrze-
wam, ze w czasie meczu juz spatem. To spotkanie zobaczytem
dopiero duzo pézniej w Internecie. Troche o tym starciu porozma-
wiali$my, ale tak naprawde dopdki sam na powaznie nie zacza-
fem grac w pitke, dopdty tata byta dla mnie tat, a nie pitkarzem.

Pana wystepu przeciwko Portugalii trudno nie pamietac. Pokonalisde
wtedy awarta druzyne swiatai rozpoczeliscie droge, ktora zakorizyla
ie pierwszy w historii rep jinami Europy.
Rzeczywiscie, to byt bardzo wazny mecz. Porazka mogta sprawic,
ze eliminacje niemal tuz po starcie bytyby przegrane. A przeciez
wtedy mielismy nowego selekcjonera. Leo Beenhakker zaled-
wie kilka miesiecy wczesniej rozpoczat prace z reprezentacja.
Wygralismy i druzyna, a takze chyba i kibice uwierzyli, ze jed-
nak stac nas na dobry wynik.

Przyémit pan wtedy Cristiano Ronaldo.
Juz wtedy byt to zawodnik z najwyzszej pétki, ale nie koncen-
trowatem sie na nim, a przede wszystkim na samym sobie.
Cho¢ w ekipie Portugalii zagrato wielu znakomitych pitkarzy,
udato nam sig ich pokonac. Zaskoczylismy wtedy rywala tak-
tyka. Szybko strzelilismy gole, a potem moglismy skupic sie
na obronie i mniejszy nacisk potozy¢ na atak. Pamietam row-
niez swietna atmosfere stworzong przez kibicow i cata otocz-
ke Stadionu Slaskiego, ktéry nas wtedy poniést. To byt dodat-
kowy atut. Kiedy Portugalczycy spojrzeli na trybuny, wiedzie-
li juz, ze tatwo nie bedzie. Dla mnie to byt wyjatkowy mecz nie
tylko dlatego, ze wygralismy i zdobytem dwie bramki, ale wia-

$nie z powodu tej atmosfery.

Do korica eliminagji byliscie juz niepoko-

nani, wygraliscie grupe, a pan zdobyt
dziewigé goli.

Ten mecz byt takim prze-

\ famaniem dla wszyst-

kich, bo jako zespét

uwierzyliSmy w sie-

bie. Wszystko zacze-

fo sie uktadac, kibi-

ce i media przekona-

li sie nie tylko do pitkarzy, ale takze do Beenhakkera. Dla nie-
go to tez byfa nowa sytuacja, ale wiedziat, jak chce prowadzi¢
reprezentacje i w jaki sposob swoja filozofie przekaza¢ zawod-
nikom. Znatem go z Holandii, ale reszta druzyny nie. Przekonat
ich do siebie i swojego pomystu na gre. Dobrze pamietam jesz-
cze przedostatni mecz eliminacji z Belgia, w ktorym strzelitem
dwa gole i to nam zapewnito awans na EURO. Zdecydowanie
najlepiej, nie tylko ja, ale takze kibice wspominaja jednak spo-
tkanie w Chorzowie z Portugalczykami.

Terazreprezentacjawracana Stadion $laskii znéw rywalem bedzie Por-

tugalia.
Ciesze sig, ze znéw mozemy grac z najlepszymi. Nie wiem jesz-
cze, co myslec o Lidze Naroddw jako nowych rozgrywkach, ale
to dobrze, ze mierzymy sie z takimi reprezentacjami jak Portu-
galia czy Whochy. To takze dla kibicow znakomita okazja, by zo-
baczy¢ w akgji najlepszych. Jestem przekonany, ze Stadion Sla-
ski zapehni sie do ostatniego miejsca na trybunach.

Po zakorizeniu kariery jest pan wciaz blisko pitki?

Tak. Nie zajmuje sie jednak trenowaniem, lecz wspotpracuje
z agencja menedzerska z Lodzi. Nie jestem agentem, a raczej
pomagam w wyszukiwaniu talentéw, oceniam ich mozliwosci.
W Uniejowie, gdzie istnieje kompleks boisk imienia taty, jest
szkotka pitkarska przy klubie Termy. Czasem tam przyjezdzam
i biore udziat w treningach. W miare mozliwosci staram sie po-
magac tym najbiedniejszym wychowankom.

Czesto bywa pan w Polsce?
Mieszkam koto Rotterdamu, ale regularnie przyjezdzam do todzi
i Aleksandrowa tddzkiego, gdzie mam rodzine. Pod koniec wrze-
$nia bytem na meczu Widzew - Siarka Tarnobrzeg. Ciesze sie, ze
byty klub taty jest na drodze powrotu do ekstraklasy. Wczesniej bra-
tem udziat w otwarciu ulicy Wtodzimierza Smolarka koto stadionu.
Rozmawiat Robert Cisek
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EBI SMOUAREK: DURING THE MATCH
AGAINST PORTUGAL THE SILESIAN
STADIUM CARRIED US AWAY

Wiodzimierz Smolarek at the World Cup in 1986 and his son Euzebiusz
20 years later, during the UEFA Euro 2008 qualifiers, were scoring
against Portugal, which ensured the Polish national team victories.

It was the best period of my career in the Polish national team. | will
remember the match against Portugal due to the unique atmosphere in
the stands” says Ebi Smolarek years later.

lish national team. My father, due to the 60

matches on his account, isa member of the
,Outstanding Polish National Team Member
Club”In 1982 he won the bronze medal at the
World Cup. He appeared also at the World Cup
in Mexico four years later. The player was a mem-
ber of the Polish national team in 1980-1992.

The achievements of Euzebiusz include
the appearances at the World Cup in Germany
(2006) and UEFA Euro (2008). During the UEFA
Euro qualifiers, he was one of the national team
heroes - he scored nine goals in 10 matches.

I ntotal, they played 107 matches in the Po-

Both father and son are remembered be-
cause of their performances in the matches
against Portugal. In 1986, late Wtodzimierz
Smolarek scored the only goal for the Polish
national team during the World Cup. The goal
scored against Portugal ensured the Polish na-
tional team the promotion to the round of 16.

One of the best appearances of Euzebiusz
Smolarek in the national team was the match
against Portugal. In the UEFA Euro qualifiers in
2006, i.e. 20 years after the World Cup match
in which his father participated, Poland won
2-1,and Ebi scored both goals.
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The Polish national team will play in the match aga-

inst Portugal on Thursday, and we could do with...

Smolarek. It would be a guarantee of goals. Both

you and your dad liked to play against this rival.
Euzebiusz Smolarek: That's true. Unfortuna-
tely, | do not play football anymore, and my
sons are still too young. Mees is eight years
old, and Faas only three years old. So at the
moment, none of them can play in the Polish
national team, even though | hope that it will
happen in the future.

Youprobably didn't see the Poland-Portugal match

in 1986 and the goal scored by your dad live, did you?
I was five years old at that time. The Polish na-
tional team played in Mexico so | suppose that
| was asleep. | saw that match much later on the
Internet. We talked a little about that duel but
actually, before | started to play serious foot-
ball, my dad had been a dad for me and not
afootball player.

It's hard not to remember your performance aga-
inst Portugal. You defeated the fourth team in the
world at the time and took the road that led you to
iontotheE Championship
in the history of the Polish national team.

Indeed, it was a very important match. The de-
feat could have ended the qualifications for us
just after they had started. And we had a new
head coach then. Leo Beenhakker had started
the cooperation with the national team just
a few months earlier. We won, and the team -
and | think the fans as well - believed that we
were able to achieve a good result.

thefirst
thefirstp

You outshone Cristiano Ronaldo then.

Even then it was one of the leading players but
I didn't focus on him, but on myself. Although
the Portugal national team comprised many
great individuals, we managed to beat them.
Our tactics took the Portuguese by surprise. We
scored goals quickly, and then we could focus
more on defence and less on attack. | also re-
member the great atmosphere created by the
fans at the Silesian Stadium, which carried us
away. It was an additional chief asset. When the
Portuguese looked at the stands, they knew
that it wouldn't be easy for them to win. For
me, it was a special match - not only because
we won and | scored two goals, but also be-
cause of the atmosphere.

Inthe qualifiers, you k the Polish nati

nalteamwontheg
This match allowed us to overcome certain bar-
riers and believe in ourselves as a team. Every-
thing fell into place, fans and the media took to
the players and to Beenhakker. For him, it was
also a new situation. He knew how he wanted
to manage the team and how to share his phi-
losophy with the players. Unlike the rest of the
team, | had already known him from the Ne-
therlands. He won them over and convinced
them to his playing style. | still remember the
penultimate match against Belgium in the qu-
alifiers, in which | scored two goals and we qu-
alified for the European Championship. Howe-
ver, both | and the fans have particularly fond
memories of the match played against the Por-
tuguese in Chorzéw.

dvou dni 1
p,andy goals.

Now the Polish national team returns to the Sile-

sian Stadium and it will play against Portugal again.
I'm glad that once again we can play against
the best. | don't know yet what to think of the
League of Nations as a new competition, but
it's good that we can face teams such as Por-
tugal and ltaly. It's also a great opportunity for
fans to see the best players in action. | am co-
nvinced that the Silesian Stadium will fill up to
the last seat in the stands.

Are yousstill close to foothall after retiring?

Yes. However, | am not a coach but | coopera-
te with a managerial agency in £6dz. | am not
an agent, | rather help with searching for ta-
lents and evaluate their capabilities. In Unie-
jow, where a complex of pitches named after
my dad is located, you can find a football scho-
ol at the Termy club. Sometimes | visit that pla-
ce and take part in the training sessions. If po-
ssible, | try to help the poorest pupils.

Do you frequently visit Poland?

| live near Rotterdam but | regularly come to
£6dz and Aleksandréw £odzki, where my fa-
mily lives. At the end of September, | atten-
ded the match between Widzew and Siarka
Tarnobrzeg. | am glad that Das's former club
is on its way to get back to ekstraklasa. Some
time ago, | was involved in the opening of the
street named after Wiodzimierz Smolarek lo-
cated near the stadium.

Interviewed by Robert Cisek
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PAWEE GOLANSKI: DLA

Dwanascie lat temu reprezentacja 3 eclzo dobrego
meczéw w historii pokonata naszpiko '
w eliminacjach mistrzostw Europy.
i zakwalifikowali sie na turniej w/Auv trii

udowodnilismy, ze mozemy rywalizowac z n:
reprezentacjami jak réwny z rbwnym. C
zapamietaiem na caie zycie dz’wie il

Il WART[I BYLD ZOSTAC

by

Yy
14 meczéw, ktére ro;e\grale.
Z fo-czerwonych barwach,
wanie najbard;m i
mieci pierwsze spotka
cja Portugalii w eliminas
Europy 2008. Do tego me:
walismy po wymeczonym, zrodzo
w wielkich bélach wyjazdowym zwycie-
stwie 1:0 z Kazachstanem. Styl, jaki za-
prezentowalismy w tym spotkaniu, sptr s
tkatsiezostrakrytyka.
Mnie réwniez sie dostato. Nie mo-
gtem by¢ pewny, ze w nastepnym me-
czu trener Leo Beenhakker ponownie da
mi szanse. W sztabie szkoleniowym dtu-
go zastanawiano sig, czy to wlasnie ja po- e
winienem wystapic przeciwko szybkim centrowany i przekona

iznakomicie wyszkolonym skrzydtowym mnie na boisko, to potrafig zagrac d
portugalskiej druzyny. Wszystkie nazwi- izrehabilituje sie za staby wystep przeciw-
ska zespotu Luisa Felipe Scolariego robi- ko Kazachstanowi. Na zawsze zapamie-

6‘"@ MOJE NAJWAZNIEJSZE | PAWEL GOLANSKI

x@ POLSKA - PORTUGALIA
11.10.2006
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PItKARZEM

defensywy. Twierdzit, ze pierwsze 20 mi-
nut bedzie kluczowe, a strzelony gol otwo-
rzy nam furtke do stwarzania nastepnych,
groznych sytuacji pod bramka przeciwni-
ka. | tak rzeczywiscie byto. Ebi Smolarek
strzelit dwa piekne gole w 9. i 18. minu-
cie spotkania. Byly kolejne sytuacje, jak
stupek Macka Zurawskiego. Wynik 2:0
w pierwszej odstonie spotkania, to zde-
cydowanie najnizszy wymiar kary dla
podopiecznych Luisa Felipe Scolariego.

ZagralisSmy bardzo dobrze w defen-
sywie. Nie tylko obroricy, ale takze caty
zespot. Zgodnie z poleceniem Beenhak-
kera narzuciliSmy pressing. To my dykto-
wali$my warunki gry, utrzymywali$my sie
przy pitce. Po uzyskaniu dwubramkowe-
go prowadzenia nie cofneli$my sie, kre-
owalismy kolejne okazje. Rywale dopie-

ro w doliczonym czasie spotkania strze-
lili gola kontaktowego. Tak naprawde to
byta jedna z bardzo niewielu sytuacji, kt6-
ra sobie stworzyli.

Czasami wynik nie odzwierciedla
poziomu gry i na odwrét. Natomiast
w tym meczu wszystko utozylo si¢ ide-
alnie. Byta bardzo dobra gra oraz bar-
dzo dobry wynik. Portugalczycy wypa-
dli stabo, bo im nie pozwolilimy, zeby
zagrali lepiej. Tym meczem udowodni-
lismy, ze mozemy rywalizowac z naj-
silniejszymi reprezentacjami, jak row-
ny z rownym. Oprécz samego spotka-
nia zapamigtatem na cate zycie dzwie-
ki hymnu narodowego, wydobywaja-
ce sie zponad 40 tysiecy gardet. Dla ta-
kich chwil warto byto zostac¢ pitkarzem.

Wystuchat Jacek Janczewski

]

BILANS MECZOW
POLSKI Z PORTUGALIA

30.06.2016, Marsylia
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 1:1
pd. k. 5:3

Bramki: Renato Sanches 33

- Robert Lewandowski

29.02.2012, Warszawa
POLSKA - PORTUGALIA 0:0

08.09.2007, Lizbona
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 2:2
Bramki: Maniche 50,

Cristiano Ronaldo 73

- Mariusz Lewandowski 44,
Jacek Krzynéwek 87

11.10.2006, Chorzéw

POLSKA - PORTUGALIA 2:1
Bramki: Euzebiusz Smolarek 9, 18
- Nuno Gomes 90

10.06.2002, Jeonju
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 4:0
Bramki: Pauleta 14, 65, 77,

Rui Costa 88

07.06.1986, San Nicolas de los Garza
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 0:1
Bramka: Wtodzimierz Smolarek 68

28.10.1983, Wroctaw
POLSKA - PORTUGALIA 0:1
Bramka: Carlos Manuel 31

10.10.1982, Lizbona
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 2:1
Bramki: Tamagnini Nene 2,
Fernando Gomes 81

- Pawel Krél 90

23.09.1981, Lizbona
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 2:0
Bramki: Tamagnini Nene 48,
Sheu 52

29.10.1977, Chorzéw
POLSKA - PORTUGALIA 1:1
Bramki: Kazimierz Deyna 28

- Manuel Fernandes 61

16.10.1976, Porto
PORTUGALIA - POLSKA 0:2
Bramki: Grzegorz Lato 49, 77

Bilans meczéw Polski z Portugalia:
3 zwyciestwa, 4 remisy, 4 porazki
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PAWEL GOLANSKI: TH

Twelve years ago, the Polish national football team wol
the all-star team of Portugal in the European Qualifiers following

one of the best matches in the history of Polish football. The
White and Reds won the group and qualified for UEFA Euro 2008
held in Austria and Switzerland. ,That was the match that proved
we were able to compete with the strongest national teams.
Apart from the match, | will never forget over 40,000 supporters
singing the Polish anthem. This is what playing football is really
for’, Pawet Golanski recalls the winning match.

ut of 14 matches | played for the
o Polish national football team,
1 will definitely not forget the
first match against Portugal in the UEFA
Euro 2008 Qualifiers. Before facing Portu-
gal, we had won an away match against
Kazakhstan 1-0, in which we had strug-
gled immensely. Our team met with a lot
of criticism for how we played.
| came in for criticism as well. | was
not sure if Leo Beenhakker, the head co-
ach at that time, would let me play in the
next match. The coaching staff wondered
whether it should be me who would de-
fend the team against fast and highly-skil-

e

led Portuguese wingers. All players in the
team led by Luis Felipe Scolari were ad-
mired in Europe and all over the world.

However, Leo Beenhakker trusted me.
While taking a hotel lift, I remember him
asking whether | was ready to play aga-
inst ones of the world's best players. | re-
plied | definitely was. | understood that
question as a clear message that he co-
unted on me.

Right before the match, Beenhak-
ker gave us a motivational speech, say-
ing that we were a strong team and wo-
uld win against Portugal. His confiden-
ce was extremely high, which translated

IS IS WHAT PLAYING FOOTBALL IS

ye
outstandingly focused and convinced me
that if he allowed me to play | would do
my best and make up for playing badly
in the match against Kazakhstan. | will al-
ways remember him as an excellent psy-
chologist. He would immediately talk to
us if he spotted any worrying situations
on the pitch and outside it. Beenhakker
did not make our lives a bed of roses; we
used to have serious talks. Those who
have had the opportunity to work with
him will say the same.

During the warm-up, | remember no-
ticing the stadium filling with thousands
of flags and supporters dressed white and
red. It was an extra motivation for us. All
Polish sports fans - but not only them -
kept their fingers crossed for us. | felt the
thrill of emotions getting stronger minu-
te by minute. I had not had much football
experience - especially international fo-
otball experience - before. Undoubte-
dly, that match was the biggest trial and
sporting challenge for me so the pressu-
re | felt was much greater compared to
other matches that | had played in be-
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to play pressing football. It was us who
dictated the tempo of the match and kept
ession well. After the two-nil lead, we
eleven men behind the ball
rther chances instead. Por-
atch-up goal only during
0 be honest, it was one of the
es they had to score agoal.
the case that the
howa}:etam/
ase in the match

fore. | stepped onto the pitch to play the
mostimportant match in my life. -
e,

RESULTS OF MATCHES
PLAYED BETWEEN
POLAND AND PORTUGAL:

30.06.2016, Marseille
PORTUGAL - POLAND 1:1
A.E.T.P.5-3

Goals: Renato Sanches 33’
- Robert Lewandowski

29.02.2012, Warsaw
POLAND - PORTUGAL 0:0

- 08.09.2007, Lisbon
- PORTUGAL - POLAND 2:2
- Goals: Maniche 50;

Cristiano Ronaldo 73’
- Mariusz Lewandowski 44/,
Jacek Krzynéwek 87’

11.10.2006, Chorzéw

POLAND - PORTUGAL 2:1
Goals: Euzebiusz Smolarek 9; 18’
- Nuno Gomes 90'

10.06.2002, Jeonju
PORTUGAL - POLAND 4:0
Goals: Pauleta 14; 65, 77, Rui Costa 88’

06.07.1986, San Nicolas de los Garza
PORTUGAL - POLAND 0:1
Goal: Wtodzimierz Smolarek 68'

28.10.1983, Wroctaw
POLAND - PORTUGAL 0:1
Goal: Carlos Manuel 31’

10.10.1982, Lisbon
PORTUGAL - POLAND 2:1
Goals: Tamagnini Nene 2
Fernando Gomes 81’

- Pawel Krél 90’

23.09.1981, Lisbon
PORTUGAL - POLAND 2:0
Goals: Tamagnini Nene 48] Sheu 52’

29.10.1977, Chorzéw
POLAND - PORTUGAL 1:1
Goals: Kazimierz Deyna 28’
- Manuel Fernandes 61

16.10.1976, Porto
PORTUGAL - POLAND 0:2
Goals: Grzegorz Lato 49, 77’

Results of matches played
between Poland and Portugal:
3 wins, 4 draws, 4 losses

-
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PAN INZYNIER FERNANDD

W Zyciu kieruje sie pragmatyzmem. Na tawce nie jest ekspresywny,
ceni spokdj, sprawia wrazenie cztowieka wycofanego. To jednak
tylko pozory. Gdy sie otworzy, zyskuje charyzme, dzieki ktérej
zbudowat swoj autorytet i szacunek w szatni. Zamyslony wyraz
twarzy to czes$¢ jego wizerunku - twoérczego umystu. Fernando
Santos wolat nauke od kariery pitkarskiej. Na poczatku przygody
z,trenerka” przyszty zawod taczyt z praca w hotelu, gdzie
zajmowat sie sprawami technicznymi. Z czasem zyskat
przydomek ,El Mechanico’, czyli mechanik.

Santos pojawit sie na stadionie Benfi-

ki Lizbona. Rodzice mieli nadzieje, ze
w przysztosci to swojemu synowi beda kibi-
cowac z trybun. I na poczatku na to sie za-
nosito, maty Fernando podzielat entuzjazm
rodzicéw, jesli chodzi o gre w pitke. Zanim
jednak trafit do osrodka,Ortéw’, trenowat
w szkétce Opeario. Pierwsze kroki stawiat
w bramce. W jednym z wywiadow wspo-
minat, jak mama co chwile musiata cero-
wac mu porwane spodnie. Nie byt ani wy-
bitnym dzieciakiem, ani stabym pitkarsko,
po prostu sredniakiem, jakich wielu. A ta-
kim trudno zrobic¢ wielka kariere. Zdat so-
bie z tego sprawe, bedac nastolatkiem.
Choc spetnit marzenie rodzicdw, bo prze-
ciez wyladowat w Benfice - trzeba doda¢,
ze...dos¢ przypadkowo.,W ostatniej chwi-
li, po namowie kolegi, pojechatem na ob6z
740 dzieciakami i po prostu sie wyréznia-
fem. Nie wigzatem z pitka wielkiej przyszto-
$ci, nie miatem marzen typu chciatbym gra¢
tui tu”- méwit.

Dlatego wybrat inng droge zyciowa.
Uznat, ze wiecej da $wiatu, wykorzystu-
jac zdolnosci intelektualne. Dlatego, przy-
gode z futbolem” taczyt w jednym czasie
z edukacja. - Od zawsze lubitem mate-
matyke, przedmioty techniczne. W wie-
ku 15 lat miatem juz sporo umiejetnosci,
dzieki ktérym mogtem dorabiac jako elek-
tryk — wspominat.

Pitka byfa wiec tylko dodatkiem, po-
Swiecit sie nauce. Zrobit kursy elektryka,
ciezko pracowat na whasny byt. Z futbo-
lem dat sobie ostatecznie spokdj w wieku

J uz 40 dni po narodzinach Fernando

21 lat. Juz wtedy studiowat, aw 1977 roku
uzyskat dyplom inzyniera-elektryka na In-
stytucie Inzynierii w Lizbonie. Gdy Santos
raz za razem odrzucat propozycje gry, pre-
zes Estoril obiecat, ze znajdzie mu prace
W wyuczonym zawodzie. Dotrzymat sto-
wa i zatrudnit Fernando w swoim hotelu.
Kierowat 40-osobowym zespotem, ktory
odpowiadat za kwestie techniczne. Pew-
nego dnia sam postanowit pomac preze-
sowi. Ograniczyt czas pracy, a zaoszczedzo-
ne godziny przeznaczyt na wizyty w Estoril.
Najpierw byt asystentem druzyny, niedtugo
potem pierwszym trenerem. Awans z tym
klubem do najwyzszej klasy rozgrywkowej
przyspieszyt kolej rzeczy. Tym samym roz-
poczat sie najdtuzszy etap w zyciu,inzynie-
ra’; ktéry trwa do dzis.

Stopniowo piat sie w strukturze tre-
nerskiej, przejmujac coraz to lepsze zespo-
ty. Zdobywat m.in. mistrzostwo Portuga-
liiz FC Porto. W latach 2010-2014 prowa-
dzit reprezentacje Grecji. Dwa lata temu
zdobyt mistrzostwo Europy z Portugalia.
W pracy szkoleniowej zawsze kierowat sie
pragmatyzmem. - Jako trener jestem taki
sam jak w zyciu. Spokojny, raczej chtod-
ny i wycofany. Nie chce biegac przy linii,
wole w tym czasie doktadnie analizowac
to, co widze na boisku. Lubie futbol opar-
ty na grze defensywnej, najwazniejsze dla
mnie jest to, by nie traci¢ bramek. Od uro-
dzenia ciggneto mnie do matematykii ta
fascynacja doktadnoscia i precyzja obja-
wia sie dzi$, gdy pracuje w innej roli - za-
pewnit,Pan Inzynier”.

Piotr Wisniewski
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MR, ENGINEER FERNANDO

In his life, he is guided by pragmatism. When sitting on the bench, he

is not expressive, he appreciates calmness and makes an impression of

a withdrawn person. However, this is not the case. When he opens, he
shows the charisma thanks to which he built his authority and respect

in the locker room. A thoughtful expression on his face is a part of

his image - the image of a creative mind. Fernando Santos preferred
learning to building his football career. At the beginning of his,,coaching”
adventure, he perceived his future profession as work in the hotel where
he dealt with technical issues. Over time he earned the nickname ,El

Mechanico” which means,a mechanic”.

Iready 40 days after his birth, Fer-
A nando Santos appeared on Benfi-
ca's stadium. His parents hoped that
in the future they would be supporting their
son from the stands. At first, it seemed it was
going to be that way. Little Fernando shared
his parents' enthusiasm with regard to play-
ing football. However, before he ended up in
the ,Eagles’, he was training in the Opeario
football school. He took his first steps in the
goal. In one of the interviews, he recalled how
his mother had to mend his torn trousers all
the time. He was neither an outstanding nor
a poor football player, he was just average like
many others. And it is difficult for such pe-
ople to make a great career. He realised that
when he was a teenager. Although he fulfil-
led his parents' dream by getting into Ben-
fica, it must be added that it was quite... by
accident., At the last moment, persuaded by
a friend, | went to camp with 40 other kids
and | just stood out. | never thought of pur-
suing football as a career nor did | have dre-
ams of playing in this or that team’, he said.
Therefore, he chose a different career
path. He concluded that he would give more
to the world using his intellectual abilities.
Therefore, he combined his ,football adven-
ture” with education. | always liked maths,
technical subjects. Already at the age of 15,
I'had numerous skills that allowed me to earn
extra money as an electrician’, he recalled.
Football was just a bonus, he devoted
himself to learning. He took an electrician
course and worked hard to make ends meet.
He ultimately gave up football at the age of

21. He was already studying back then and
in 1977 he received an electrical engineer di-
ploma at the Institute of Engineering in Lis-
bon. When Santos repeatedly rejected any
offers to play, the president of Estoril pro-
mised to find him a job in his profession. He
kept his word and hired Fernando in his hotel.
He was managing a 40-person team respon-
sible for technical issues. One day he himself
decided to help the president. He limited his
working time and spent the time saved visi-
ting Estoril. First, he was an assistant coach of
the team but soon he became the head co-
ach. The promotion to the highest division
with this club only sped things up. Thus be-
gan the longest stage in, the engineer's” life,
which continues today.

He gradually advanced in the coaching
world, taking over better and better teams. He
won i.a. the Portuguese championship with
FC Porto. In 2010-2014, he was managing the
Greek national team. Two years ago he won
the European Championship with Portugal.
In his training work, he was always guided
by pragmatism. ,As a coach, | am the same
as in everyday life. Calm, rather cold and wi-
thdrawn. | do not want to run along the line,
| prefer to use this time to thoroughly analyse
what | see on the pitch. | like football based on
defensive game. The most important thing for
me is not to let the others score. | was drawn
to maths since the day | was born, and this fa-
scination with accuracy and precision mani-
fests itself today when | am working in a dif-
ferent role”, assured ,Mr. Engineer”.

Piotr Wisniewski
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PEPE - Z BIEDY NA SALONY

Jedna z pierwszych rzeczy, jaka zrobi po zakonczenie kariery, bedzie
podrézowanie po Swiecie... kamperem, oczywiscie z rodzing. W tej podrézy
zycia nie mogtby obejs¢ sie bez piosenki,Like U Do"” amerykanskiego
artysty — Chrishana. Kiedys ulubionego utworu stuchat kazdego dnia.

Do Pepe przylgneta fatka boiskowego ,brutala’; choc w pewnym momencie
byt najczysciej grajgcym zawodnikiem Realu Madryt.

ok temu Kepler Laveran Lima Ferreira,
R czyli Pepe, po dziesieciu latach poze-

gnat sie z Realem Madryt. Na do wi-
dzenia napisat list do kibicow, w ktérym wy-
razit wdziecznos¢ za ich doping, wsparcie i sza-
cunek, jakim go darzyli. W stowach Portugal-
czyka byto duzo ciepta, wdziecznosci i pod-
kreslenia wielkosci,Galacticos”. Klubu, w kt6-
rym spedzit dekade swojego zycia. Klubu, kté-
ry pokochat w dziecinistwie. - Ogladatem me-
cze Realu, mieszkajac jeszcze w Brazylii. Czesto
wymieniali$my sie z kolegami réznymi przed-
miotami. Pewnego dnia udato mi sie zdoby¢
koszulke McManamana. Od zawsze kibicowa-
tem temu klubowi - opowiadat w wywiadzie
dla oficjalnej strony, Los Blancos”.

Nie byto to jednak rozstanie petne fanfar,
tez i usciskow dtoni. Pepe w hierarchii srodko-
wych obroncéw éwczesnego trenera madryt-
czykow, Zinedine’a Zidane’a zajmowat dopie-
ro czwarte miejsce, za Sergio Ramosem, Ra-
phaelem Varanem oraz Nacho, dlatego od-
chodzac, nie omieszkat skrytykowac szkole-
niowca. — Osiagnat z klubem wspaniate rze-
czy, jednak wielu spraw nie rozumiem. Nigdy
niczego nie tltumaczy, w tym takze powoddw,
dla ktoérych odstawit cie od sktadu. Z Zida-
ne’em normalnie sie witaliSmy, ale nie poze-
gnalismy sie. Francuz i Real wiedzieli wcze-
$niej niz ja, ze odejde z klubu - ttumaczyt Ca-
denie Ser. Caty Pepe. Lubit wywotywac burze.
Jego pobyt w druzynie, Krélewskich” peten byt
burzliwych momentéw. | w taki tez sposo6b za-
konczylt najdtuzszy etap kariery.

TRUDNE POCZATKI W EUROPIE

Pepe dlugo walczyt z wizerunkiem boiskowe-
go chama, co miato zwiazek z kilkoma brutal-
nymi faulami, ktérych sie dopuscit. Najlepszy
czas w Realu przezywat za trenera Jose Mo-
urinho, niemniej caly swéj pobyt na Pétwyspie
Iberyjskim moze zapisa¢ do sukceséw. Przede
wszystkim zyciowych i sportowych. Raz, ze po-
prawit swoj status materialny, a dwa - nowa
ojczyzna, Portugalia, data mu mozliwos¢ prze-
zywania pieknych chwil zwigzanych z wyste-
pami na duzych imprezach. - Nigdy nie zato-
watem bycia Portugalczykiem. Zawsze trakto-
wano mnietu dobrze, zostatem Swietnie przy-

jety. Przyjechatem do kraju, ktérego w wie-
ku 17 lat wcale nie znatem, ale zawsze mia-
tem wokét siebie ludzi, ktérzy mi pomagali.
Lubie by¢ Portugalczykiem, bo oznacza to by-
cie skromnym, zdolnym do poswiecen i wal-
ki. Jestem Portugalczykiem prawie tak diu-
go, jak bytem Brazylijczykiem, i uwazam, ze
to piekne uczucie. Utozsamiam si¢ z naszymi
podbojami, zmedalami dla naszych lekkoatle-
tek, z kadra hokeja na lodzie, ktéra pokona-
fa ostatnio Hiszpanie - ttumaczyt pét Brazy-
lijczyk, pét Portugalczyk.

Kilkanascie lat wczesniej mowitby zapew-
ne inaczej. Pierwszy kontrakt w Europie, z Ma-
ritimo, podpisat kilka miesiecy przed tym, jak
ztamat kostke. - Mdj ostatni mecz w Brazylii
odbywat sie¢ w niedziele, a we wtorek miatem
polecie¢ do Portugalii. Jednak prawie na sa-
mym koricu spotkania, to byto okoto 88. mi-
nuty, stracitem réwnowage i skoriczylem na
ziemi ze ztamana kostka. Lekarze chcieli ope-
rowac noge, ale moja mama byta przeciwna.
Powiedziata, ze nie da zezwolenia na taki za-
bieg na siedemnastolatku - opowiadat.

W pitke nie grat pét roku, wiekszos¢ tego
czasu spedzat z fizjoterapeutami. Potem przy-
znal, ze to byt jeden z dwéch najgorszych mo-
mentéw po wyjezdzie z Brazylii. Tesknota za
pierwsza ojczyzna, roztaka z rodzing, proble-
my zdrowotne, wszystko to wptyneto na to,
Zze czut sie nieswojo i obco w nowym miejscu.

Lecz tutaj, w przeciwienstwie do Brazy-
lii, mégt za to pozwoli¢ sobie na wiecej. Ro-
dzice Pepe nie byli majetni. Ojciec pracowat
jako robotnik. Chciat jednak spetni¢ zycze-
nia syna, ktéry zapragnat miec korki. Kupit
najtansze, cho¢ i tak musiat sie zapozyczy¢,
bo buty kosztowaly trzykrotnos¢ jego pen-
sji. Dtug u kolegi sptacat pietnascie miesiecy.
Ten gest sprawil, ze przyszty zawodnik Realu
i reprezentacji Portugalii cate zycie pozostat
wierny jednej firmie, produkujacej buty do
gry. A rodzine zawsze traktowat prioryteto-
wo. - Moim zdaniem to oni s3 najwazniejszy-
mi osobami w zyciu. Zawsze staram sie trakto-
wac ich najlepiej, jak potrafie. To im zawdzie-
czam sife i inspiracje, by kontynuowac dro-
ge, ktdra rozpoczatem - przyznat.

Piotr Wisniewski
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PEPE - FROM POVERTY T0 HIGH SOCIETY

One of the first things that he will do after ending his career is to travel around the world...in a campervan,
of course, with his family. During this journey of a lifetime, he could not do without the song, Like U Do" by
the American artist Chrishan. He used to listen to this favouritg piece of his every day. Pepe was labelled as
a,brute”on the pitch, although at some point he had the cleanest record out of all Real Madrid players.

Ferreira, known as Pepe, said fare-

well to Real Madrid after ten long
years. As a goodbye, he wrote a letter to
fans, expressing gratitude for their che-
ering, support and respect he received
from them. The words of the Portuguese
conveyed a lot of warmth, gratitude and
emphasis on greatness of the,,Galacticos".
The club where he spent a decade of his
life. The club with which he fell in love as
a child. | watched Real's matches when
1 was still living in Brazil. | often exchan-
ged various items with friends. One day,
Imanaged to get my hands on McMana-
man's shirt. | have always supported this
club’, he said during an interview for the
official site of ,Los Blancos".

However, the farewell was not full
of fanfares, tears and handshakes. In
the hierarchy of center-backs of the
then coach of the Madrid Team, Zine-
dine Zidane, he was only fourth, behind
Sergio Ramos, Raphaél Varane and Na-
cho, which is why, as he left, he took the
opportunity to criticize the coach. ,He
achieved spectacular things with the
club, but there are a lot of things | do-
n't understand. He never explains any-
thing, including the reasons why you
were left out of the squad. With Zida-
ne we said hello normally, but we did
not say goodbye. The French and Real
knew that | was going to leave the club
before | did’, he explained to Cadena
SER. That's Pepe for you. He always li-
ked causing an uproar. His stay at,.the
Royals” was full of turbulent moments.
And he finished the longest stage of his
career in exactly the same way.

I ast year, Kepler Laveran de Lima

DIFFICULT BEGINNINGS IN EUROPE

Pepe has long fought with an image of
a football lout, which was related to se-
veral brutal fouls he committed. His best
time in Real was when José Mourinho was
the head coach, but he can chalk the enti-
re stay on the Iberian Peninsula as a suc-
cess. Both in terms of sports and in terms
of life. First, he managed to improve his
material status, and second - Portugal, his
new homeland, gave him the opportuni-
ty to experience beautiful moments when

he performed during big events.,| never
regretted becoming a Portuguese natio-
nal. | was always treated well here, and felt
really welcome.When | was 17,1 came to
acountry | knew nothing about, but | was
always surrounded by people who sup-
ported me. | like being Portuguese, be-
cause that means being modest, able to
make sacrifices and to fight. | have been
Portuguese for almost as long as | have
been Brazilian and I think it is a wonder-
ful feeling. | identify with our conquests,
medals for our track and field athletes,
our ice hockey team, which has recently
beat Spain’ explained the half-Brazilian,
half-Portuguese.

Several years earlier he likely would
have spoken differently. He signed his
first contract in Europe, with Maritimo,
a few months before breaking an ankle.
»My last match in Brazil was on Sunday,
and | was to fly to Portugal on Tuesday.
However, at the very end of the game, in
about 88th minute, | lost balance and en-
ded up on the ground with a broken an-
kle. Doctors wanted to operate on my leg,
but my mother opposed. She said that she
would not consent to such a procedure
on a seventeen-year-old’, recalled Pele.

He did not play football for six mon-
ths, spending most of this time with phy-
sical therapists. He later admitted that
this was one of the two worst moments
he experienced after leaving Brazil. Mis-
sing his first homeland, parting with his
family, health problems - all this led to
him feeling uncomfortable and aliena-
ted in his new home.

Onthe other hand, here, unlike in Bra-
zil, he could afford more. Pepe's parents
were not wealthy. His father was a blue
collar worker. He still wanted to fulfil his
son's wish of owning football boots. He
bought the cheapest ones, but still had
to borrow money from a friend, as the
boots cost three times his salary. It took
him fifteen months to pay the debt back.
This gesture made the future player for
Real and the Portugal national team fa-
ithful to the one company for the rest of
his life. And he has always made his fa-
mily a priority.,| think they are the most
important people in my life. | always try
to treat them as best | can. | owe them
the strength and inspiration to continue
going down the path on which | started’,
he admitted.

Piotr Wisniewski
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The #FootballPeople action weeks are designed to tackle discrimination
within European football, raising awareness and helping to bring about
positive change. Organised by UEFA's social responsibility partner the Fare
network, the campaign takes place from 11 until 25 October 2018, and offers
supporters, clubs, and communities across Europe the chance to get involved
and add their voice to the movement.

“I am glad to offer UEFA's continued support to “The #FootballPeople action weeks provide
Fare for this year's Football People action weeks. a perfect opportunity for the European
There is no place for racism, discrimination football community to come together to
and intolerance in football. By using UEFA's top challenge exclusion and discrimination,
club and national team competitions as a high- and support inclusion and diversity.
profile platform to promote Fare’s activities, Together, we can send out a strong, united
we are emphasising our firm commitment to message that any form of discrimination
celebrating diversity and inclusion.” must now belong to the past.”
UEFA PRESIDENT FARE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ALEKSANDER CEFERIN PIARA POWER

#E&”ALGAME .’ network

@& RESPECT
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REPREZENTACJA PORTUGALITPORTUGAL NATIONAL TEAM

BRAMKARZE - GOALKEEPERS

Beto CrLaubio Rui
Ramos PaTRICIO
01.05.1982 16.11.1991 15.02.1988
Goztepe SK CD Tondela Wolverhampton Wanderers FC
80/182 88/183 86/189
14/0 0 75/0
OBRONCY - DEFENDERS
CEDRIC Jono KEevin
SOARES CANCELO RoDRIGUES
31.08.1991 27.05.1994 05.03.1994
Southampton FC Juventus FC Real Sociedad
67/172 74/182 70/170
y . 32/1 9/3 1/0
OBRONCY - DEFENDERS
Luis Mario PeprO
Neto Rui MENDES
s
27.05.1991 01.10.1990

Y
<=
$5C Napoli \/ Montpellier HSC
67/168 ‘i h 78/187
6/0 0

POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

71/186
] 18/0

G 26.05.1988
B Zenit Sankt Petersburg

OBRONCY - DEFENDERS

PePe RuBen Bruno
Dias FERNANDES
26.02.1983 14.05.1997 08.09.1994
Besiktas JK SL Benfica Sporting CP
76/187 63/178 80/180
101/7 3/0 9/1

POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

DaniLo g GEDSON Pizzi
PEREIRA ] FERNANDES
09.09.1991 09.01.1999 { ] 06.10.1989
FC Porto SL Benfica SL Benfica
79/190 68/182 66/172
271 ; 10 - 172
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= sklep.laczynaspilka.pl 0gladaj nas na: (@ youtube.com/user/LaczyNasPilka

POMOCNICY - MIDFIELDERS

REeNATO RuBen SERGIO
SANCHES NEvEs OLIVEIRA
il n -
18.08.1997 & : 13.03.1997 02.06.1992
Bayern Monachium @ Wolverhampton Wanderers FC FC Porto
65/170 75/183 = 79/181
15/1 | - 7/0 - 2/0
NAPASTNICY — FORWARDS
WiLLiAm ANDRE BERNARDO
CARVALHO SiLVA SiLva
. 07.04.1992 06.11.1995 10.08.1994
Real Betis Sevilla FC Manchester City
: 82/185 78/184 64/171
49/2 — 28/13 31/2
NAPASTNICY - FORWARDS
i Bruma EDER GONCALO
GUEDES
24.10.1994 22.12.1987 ) 29.11.1996
RB Lipsk tokomotiw Moskwa Valencia CF
70/171 81/190 64/179
4/0 33/4 4 u 14/3

NAPASTNICY - FORWARDS

HELDER
Costa

12.01.1994
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC
75/180
1/0

e

Kolejno przy zawodnikach: imig, nazwisko, data urodzenia, aktualny klub, waga/wzrost, liczba
wystepow w reprezentacji/zdobyte bramki.
Stan na 09.10.2018

Information about each player: name, surname, birth date, current club, weight/height, number of
matches played for the national team/goals scored.
On the 09.10.2018
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POLSKA LaczyNasPilkapl

[ facebook.com/LaczyNasPilka W twitter.com/laczynaspilka @ instagram.com/LaczyNasPilka/

: POLSKA - PORTUGALIA
POLAND - PORTUGAL

§§ UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE

»
\ ("’ LIGA NARODOW
~ 11.10.2018, 20:45

pu I_SK" STADION SLASKI, CHORZAOW / SILESIAN STADIUM
1. 1.
2. 2.
3. 3.
4. 4.
5. 5.
6. 6.
7. 7.
8. 8.
) o.
10 10
11 11
REZERWOWI / SUBSTITUTES REZERWOWI / SUBSTITUTES
12 12
13 13
14. 14
15. 15
16 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
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POZNAJ JAKOSC
STACJI PALIW

LOTOS — KIERUNEK ELEKTROMOBILNOSC

W drodze do NAJ, nie mozna sie tak po prostu zatrzymac.
Dlatego dbamy o komfort Twojej podrozy, nieustannie
doskonalac naszg oferte. Stacje LOTOS wyposazymy

w urzgdzenia do tadowania samochodow elektrycznych
wszystkich marek.

Zmieniamy sie, aby by¢ gotowi na Twoje potrzeby Jutra.

[ &1070S




